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"The team at AW was great. During the most stressful time of my life they were there 
walking me through it. I'm very grateful for their professional hospitality 

and determination to achieve the best outcome. Thank you!"
Ivy - Former Client
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7TH ANNUAL TEXT FREE TEXAS SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST OFFERED TO LOCAL
HIGH SCHOOLS

To coincide with Distracted Driving Awareness Month,
Abraham Watkins sponsored its 7th Annual Text Free
Texas Scholarship Contest during the month of April.
The purpose of this scholarship contest is to raise
awareness about the dangers of distracted driving,
specifically tex ng while driving, among teen drivers.
The Houston high schools that par cipated in this year's scholarship contest were Chavez
High School, East Early College High School, Kashmere High School, and Mount Carmel
Academy. During April, driving-age students from these four schools submi ed pledges to
the firm about why they commit to not text and drive. At the beginning of May, our firm will
select the best pledge from each school and award those students with a $250
scholarship. Learn More

MO AZIZ REPRESENTS ALMOST 2,500 MILITARY SERVICE MEMBERS
SUFFERING HEARING INJURY CAUSED BY 3M'S DEFECTIVE EARPLUGS 

Firm Partner Mo Aziz currently represents almost 2,500
ac ve and former military service members in a lawsuit
against 3M Company ("3M"). 

The lawsuit concerns 3M and its predecessor company,
Aearo Technologies ("Aearo"), manufacturer of the dual-
ended Combat Arms™ earplugs issued to service members
who served in the U.S. military between 2003 and 2015. The
lawsuit alleges that Aearo manufactured the earplugs in a
defec ve manner and failed to warn users of these defects or to provide proper instruc ons
for their use. 

As a result of these defects, and due to the manipula on of test results
and misrepresenta ons made by 3M/Aearo to the U.S. military, thousands
of service members who used 3M's dual-ended Combat Arms™ earplugs
during their military service con nue to suffer from hearing loss, nnitus
(ringing or buzzing in the ears), and loss of balance. Learn More

BENNY AGOSTO, JR. FILES LAWSUIT FOR ITC FIRE AND TOXIC EXPOSURE

Firm Partner Benny Agosto, Jr. filed the first of poten ally
hundreds of lawsuits on behalf of his clients for their
exposure to the toxic chemicals emi ed into the
environment by Intercon nental Terminals Company LLC,
also known as "ITC," between March 17th and March 22nd,
2019.

Just before 11 a.m. on Sunday, March 17th, 2019, a
chemical plant fire occurred at
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the Intercon nental Terminals Company LLC, also known as "ITC",
which is located near Highway 225 and Independence Parkway in
Deer Park, Texas. The blaze con nued to burn all day Sunday and
con nued into Monday. Emergency crews con nuously worked
around the clock to keep the fires contained. Unfortunately,
addi onal tanks subsequently caught fire, causing nearby schools
to close for the day as a precaution. Learn More

LENA LAURENZO JOINS FIRM AS ASSOCIATE

Abraham Watkins is proud to announce that Lena Laurenzo has joined
the firm as an Associate. Over the course of her legal career, Lena
has exclusively prac ced personal injury and mari me law. She has
successfully li gated numerous cases to se lement or verdict,
including her first trial in which she co-led a wrongful death case that
resulted in a jury verdict of $17,720,000. Since joining Abraham
Watkins, Lena has con nued to represent individuals and families
who have been injured or killed by the negligence of others. Her
current prac ce covers on a wide range of personal injury ma ers,
including private and commercial automobile accidents, pedestrian
accidents, Jones Act and mari me cases, workplace injury, and
wrongful death. Recently, Lena was recognized by Super Lawyers on the Texas Rising Stars
list, which is an honor she has received for three consecutive years. Learn More

ALEX FARIAS-SORRELS JOINS FIRM AS OF COUNSEL

Abraham Watkins is proud to welcome Alex Farias-Sorrels to the firm
as Of Counsel. She joined Abraham Watkins in April 2019, bringing
many years of "bet-the-company" li ga on experience with her. A
bilingual lawyer, Alex a ended both undergrad (2007) and law school
(2010) at the University of Miami in Coral Gables, gradua ng with
honors. While gradua ng in the top 10% of her law school class, Alex
also interned for the appellate division of the U.S. A orney's office in
Houston and for Legal Services of Greater Miami.

A er law school, as part of a fellowship program, Alex served as a
full- me law clerk for U.S. Bankruptcy Judge Jeff Bohm for a year. At the same me, and on a
part me basis, she received her first exposure to plain ffs' work at Abraham Watkins where
she handled personal injury cases and business disputes. Learn More

  

RISING STARS OF ABRAHAM WATKINS
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Abraham Watkins would like to congratulate firm a orneys Kelly Woods, Michelle Ciolek,
Jennifer O'Brien Stogner, and Lena Laurenzo for being named to the Texas Rising Stars list for
2019. Our firm is also proud to note that more than half of our associates were selected to
this year's annual list. This marks the third year for Lena, the second year for Kelly and
Jennifer, and the first year for Michelle to be recognized on the Rising Stars list.

The same rigorous selec on process used for Super Lawyers is used for Rising Stars but no
more than 2.5 percent of a orneys in Texas are recognized on the Rising Stars list. In order to
be eligible for Rising Stars, an a orney must meet the criteria and either be under the age of
40 or in prac ce in prac ce for 10 years or less. A orneys named to this list are selected
based on formal and informal nomina ons, independent research by Super Lawyers
(evalua ng peer recogni on and professional achievement), and peer evalua on by prac ce
area.

MAINTAINING PROFESSIONALISM IN CRISIS SITUATIONS
  

Firm a orneys Randy Sorrels and Michelle Ciolek co-authored an ar cle
tled "Maintaining Professionalism in Crisis Situa ons" which was

published in the January/February 2019 issue of The Houston Lawyer, a
bimonthly magazine published by The Houston Bar Associa on. The
ar cle provides guidance to law firms on how to prepare for and
respond to a variety of crises ranging from a natural disaster to a public
rela ons crisis. The firm invites interested readers to access the ar cle
by clicking here.

CELEBRATING 68 YEARS
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