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Sammy Ford Becomes Seventh
Board Cer fied A orney in the Firm

 

Abraham Watkins proudly announces
that a orney Sammy Ford has become
Board Cer fied in Personal Injury Trial
Law by the Texas Board of Legal
Specializa on (TBLS). Mr. Ford's
success on the Board Cer fica on
exam increases Abraham Watkins'
number of Board Cer fied lawyers to
seven - the most of any Houston
Plain ffs Personal Injury law firm.
 
To be eligible for considera on for

Board Cer fica on, an a orney must have been in prac ce
for at least five years and must have at least three years of
meaningful experience in his or her specialty area. Only 9
percent of Texas' 90,000 lawyers achieve board cer fica on,
and less than 2 percent of Texas a orneys have earned the
right to be called a specialist in personal injury trial law. Read
more.

Recent Changes to Texas 
Rules of Civil Procedure

By: Randy Sorrels

The Texas Rules of Civil Procedure
have recently undergone several
changes that significantly affect the
day-to-day li ga on prac ce. Most of
the changes center around the
technology advances that have
occurred over the last few years. We
want to set out some of the most
important ones that are in effect as of
January 1, 2014: 
 
1.) Prior to the changes, when a
document was served on another party via fax (called
"telephonic document transfer" in the TRC P), three days
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would be added to the me the other party had to respond.
Under the new revision, the responding party can NOT add
three days to the deadline to respond if the item is received
via fax. This change occurs in Rule 4 and Rule 21a(c) of the
Texas Rules of Civil Procedure.
2.) Rule 21 now requires that every pleading (trial and appeal)
contain at least one a orney's email address in the signature
block on documents electronically filed. This is found in Rule
57 of the TRC P and TRAP Rules 6.1(c), 6.2, and 9.1.
3.) Rule 21a has been expanded to allow service of
documents on other lawyers via email at the email address
provided in the signature block. 
4.) Rule 21 states that documents that are served, filed or
issued by a court or clerk is considered signed if there is "a
/s/ and name typed in the space where the signature would
otherwise appear, read more.

Firm Sponsors Ba le Buddy 57: Event Raises 
Over $12,000 for Texas Children's Hospital

   

Abraham Watkins is commi ed to serving both clients and
the community. Most recently, the firm was the proud tle
sponsor of Ba le Buddy 57, a fundraising effort in Houston
benefi ng Texas Children's Hospital.
 
Ba le Buddy 57 raises funds for the Olivia Grace Stevens
Endowment Fund for Neonatology, which is named for a four-
year-old Houstonian who was born with a rare chromosomal
dele on that caused her to spend the first 57 days of her life
in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit (NIC U) at Texas
Children's Hospital. Because of the care she received from
her medical team while at Texas Children's, Olivia is a
thriving li le girl. Read more.

Benny Agosto Jr. Delivers Commencement
Address at South Texas College of Law

 

In recogni on of his status as a dis nguished alumnus of
South Texas College of Law, and an influen al member of the
legal community, Firm Partner Benny Agosto Jr. was invited by
Dean Donald Guter to deliver the commencement address at
the College's December gradua on ceremony.
 
Mr. Agosto has proudly served South
Texas College of Law in a variety of
roles. He has sponsored and judged
STC L mock trial compe ons, spoken
to classes and at C LEs hosted at the
College, and is a former member of
the South Texas College of Law
Alumni Associa on Board of Directors.
He has also been recognized for his
monetary dona ons to STC L, having
been named to the inaugural South
Texas College of Law 1923 Society for
his life me gi s to the school,
including the Benny and Nikki Agosto
Children's Wai ng Room in the Randall O. Sorrels Legal
Clinics, and the Bernardino and Marina Agosto Scholarships,
given annually to Hispanic graduates. Read more.

 
JAN. 31 -

SAMMY FORD
"Mass Torts Breakout:
Li ga ng in the Mass
Torts Media Spotlight," 
Environmental, Mass
Torts, & Products
Liability Li ga on
Commi ees' Joint CLE
Seminar, American Bar
Associa on, Colorado 

 
 
 FEB. 26 -

CHELSIE KING G ARZA
Speed Mentoring Event,
Houston Bar Associa on
Gender Fairness
Commi ee, Abraham
Watkins

 
 
 

 

 

Save the Date!

 
What: Allied Advocates
Founda on's 2nd Annual
Spor ng Clays Tournament 

When: Friday, May 2nd

Where: Rio Brazos Hun ng
Reserve - Simonton, Texas 

Why: To support Peach
Outreach, a non-profit
commi ed to raising
awareness about uterine
cancer and other
gynecological cancers, and
funds to support research
and educa on to advance
early diagnosis, treatment
and the quality of life of
pa ents. 

Contact: Daniel Horowitz

 
What: MABATx 9th Annual
Luncheon
 
When: Wednesday, August
20th

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C5eWeNP94FjPmB8WNSqEoE7qbEvndfhpFQlafM7hKzaEfcbmpHYbTUIXXstflcP-pA0iZ4B3J1_yz4Yff1H42DHtPhcVtPcvyZ9tMKJKg2JlStqvExy1gyto5cbnVP_zX_yWOoqxUdFNGDUPx4QTEX3972vt0-EguoO88kQ9ldjbTIlRanbvB8oM7lGIou_3mLZRk4kb8cG9c0Qk-kzopVftpK6aoBSlv0AI-Lmda927c4fEiL-39_tuzxRoORMzoltcGqcAF4M=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C5eWeNP94FjPmB8WNSqEoE7qbEvndfhpFQlafM7hKzaEfcbmpHYbTTsyIcUPbMpdNvsj6nDTq0AWMLjqEIiFdNu1QKxtatzSl9CwgQFSnCgVMLMh0NRUNOB0STtwxN2dtXQYgD_kutVWUatkr1tosgJAmMe9_Xfp5YJswz0dswa7kdzf5W7MVS-gJqOzRSDkuOsYwpogIqQWSyLuxmnTMA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C5eWeNP94FjPmB8WNSqEoE7qbEvndfhpFQlafM7hKzaEfcbmpHYbTUIXXstflcP-_TWLm7T5Ulo3XmUMyRpINnoTjJG_FlDys1n0CQHNB7qAwojQgY0bZ6HNggRn7uFIgnFgLwr21U9vXcnu4LNpq_c2Kd6LYs_Kb1P07R9wPKLI8zVdloqQCKF-qM01kKdP9adCrlA1za-oNimNZ9Pzz9CKsR5qnvSoEUq6o3P06ovLZ7dpAuFXBPxXdOiZdMoCp4IuDiBTJc4=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C5eWeNP94FjPmB8WNSqEoE7qbEvndfhpFQlafM7hKzaEfcbmpHYbTVwVyvlS3KQLXNes5ZXVNpA6rHzvRNf2u41I_xYI8JNs-5g_03hcJz646WdoEmo0muLLdXFg6jFAyWdfC_L7UAEqln3CgHj2VvoNo_ckP2ls9UiRY6V3QKE98DLJxK4yrix0LjuimQsR2mxAvHyPzVObCLexTjlkVoINYoj2lFRptDSrMfrmP_g=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C5eWeNP94FjPmB8WNSqEoE7qbEvndfhpFQlafM7hKzaEfcbmpHYbTTJQ-Hm1ttIKmQCTf40Sd-DuQvhnQKVlrXyOGsTfPW0NPmKebTQbM_jSoMjidjiR5MUF0w3pLmI5Qe_rT2q63gjltt38PWJicBtcRE3UU_xDKI8z5suvszVb3hW3o4xMDkj1Ol4ClQUCDydZAcabtfnx_LOgSA1gxPD-WYqr4pe6VgEGLMFcsxBV8stXUjTl_CMhW9Dcjj9e6G7qZsJo17I=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C5eWeNP94FjPmB8WNSqEoE7qbEvndfhpFQlafM7hKzaEfcbmpHYbTTTrblDD9shUrt0S03VDMA2yzoVP_KtZgS_kEJEPTpIpX8Xi-ISo8sXZwiopjbb1cuZosQ0KghNrwBYwrD-yrTZkYhQd2W2zkreZRxWjxmqhIctiJpe6KNnSyjjFuJRSdTh26iOAhXMDDX6EDk3AwefFH-uYoq97QeBcBbiy-WlLctXt1_aPK6g=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C5eWeNP94FjPmB8WNSqEoE7qbEvndfhpFQlafM7hKzaEfcbmpHYbTagCCt5twdgWx5pter_98zlCxATz253clBAZYOV1NWomq7wxi0axJ3GI1EvPhigxJyUA_m7ju0sUOXDZYJ0VQBYfQbWOsOQG172eYieH9lCVWSpupqi2bDJg8FsAI0Sc9dWfweP_45DlPeilqMADpXljApbGPmhncuOBm2_nhEDir_vFIy8Pq7s=&c=&ch=
mailto:dhorowitz@abrahamwatkins.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001C5eWeNP94FjPmB8WNSqEoE7qbEvndfhpFQlafM7hKzaEfcbmpHYbTUIXXstflcP-ri-sw3tbWmv8O9aRWyUyQTCM7QuCARuoRfLvEhsL5M_ClLbr0SXYaNZo4jwmTlxpN3G0SG1rXrTq6ZgID__s7elNFwWxbC50ZvN9qNxRsJW08iXoW8wTXVBhLRFSZtrMgvWZ_P5Xvmk=&c=&ch=
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Eight Firm A orneys Named to
Houstonia's Top A orneys List

 

Abraham Watkins is proud to announce the selec on of firm
a orneys Nick Nichols, Randy Sorrels, Benny Agosto Jr.,
Daniel Horowitz, Mo Aziz, Jay Jackson, Chelsie King Garza,
and Brant Stogner to Houstonia Magazine's Top Lawyers
2013 list. Within the list, our firm is represented in the
following prac ce areas: Personal Injury, Medical
Malprac ce, Business/Commercial Li ga on, Product
Liability, Oil/Gas/Energy, Admiralty and Mari me, Avia on
and Aerospace, Real Estate, Labor and Employment,
Insurance, and Consumer Protec on.
 
Houstonia worked closely with AVVO, a company that rates
a orneys across the na on on factors such as experience,
educa on, training, speaking engagements, published works,
awards, and peer endorsements, to determine the top
a orneys of Houston. This list is intended to serve as a guide
for those seeking legal counsel.
 
To view the complete list of a orneys on Houstonia's Top
Lawyers 2013 list, click here.

20th

Where: Double Tree Hotel -
 Houston 

Why: To award scholarships
to outstanding law students
who best exemplify
leadership, commitment,
jus ce, and equality within
the Hispanic community and
beyond

Contact: Benny Agosto Jr.

  Real Trial Lawyers. Real Results.
800 Commerce, Houston, TX 77002    713.222.7211/1.800.870.8584     
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